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To the Right worthy Knight Sir 
IMaurice Abbot, Gouernour of the Ho- 


nourable Company of Merchants, 
trading to the Eft Indies, and the reſt 
: of that renowmed Society, 


Auing of late yeeres addifed my 
WP ſelfe , eſpecially among(# other 
ov Studies to amore curiow ſearch 
@ and inquifition of this glorious 
) and wondrous workeman- 

ſhip of theWorld, (whereof 
'the one moity is in a maner ynknownetothe 
other ) .endeauouring to giue my /elfe ſome ſatis- 
fattion, by all ſuch Relations and Dilſcoueries as 
1 could procure, of thoſe. Conntreys leaſt knowne 
onto vs ; whether deſcribed by our Countreymen 
or by other forraine Trauellers * I became ſo af- 
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Commodities of the C =. be F Heb, as are preten- 
| dedzand the acceſſe of all Strangers ſo freely inui- 
ted, ar uu beere infinuated. 

I am not ignorant that your trading ints theſe 
remote parts of the Eaſt Indies hath had many op- 
poſers, eſpecially of the ignorant and weaker ſort; 
Who ſuppoſe the Treaſure of the Realme to be ex- 
bauſted thereby, in regard that they haue heard of 
much Money carried thither at well as other ( 'om- 
modities and ſome late diſaſterou euents and acci- 
dents : as if it were no good husbandry to caſt ſeed 
into the grouna,becauſe we are not alwayes aſſured 
to hawe a happy Harneſt. But thu muſt not make 
any Wiſe man impatient in hs expefation of bet- 
ter ſucceſſe; which commonly commeth by a con- 
ſtant continuance of all {0 well grounded procee- 
dings. For ( the caſe haning boring well cannaſed 
and "ay: obieFion diſcuſſed"). your experience 
hath 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
hath taught, and your remonſtrance tothe Parlia- 
ment hath manifeſted, that as the publike profic 
by forraine Tradezis the only meanes where- 
by we gaine Treaſure, ( for Mines wee have 
none which doe afford it ) So the remoteſt 
traffique is alwayes moſt benehiciall to the 


publike Stocke, andthe Trade to the Eaſt Jnu- *©* 


dies doth farre excell all others. 

I ſhall not need to enter into particulars, how 
many braue Ships are bythis Trade.yeerely buil- 
ded, rigged andfurniſbed , how many good Mar- 
riners made and imployed ; how many Artificers 
and handicrafts men ſet onworke ; bow many idle 
perſons are taughtto be ſeruiceable Sea-men; 
how our Enemies are affronted, and our Concur- 
rents counter poiſed, which with many other obſer- 
uatious haue beene by ſundry of your ſelues very 


 emdently declared. 


. 1 will onely conclude, that ſeeing it 1 ſo many 
Wayes apparent, that the Kings Cuſtomes are jo 
much by your trading into theſe remoteſt regions 
increaſed , His Fame thereby ſpread into Perſia, 
India, Iapan, China, Iaua and ene to the ends 
of the world diſperſed ; His whole Realme and 
K ingdome thereby ſo much ſirengthened; ſafegar- 
ded and enriched; with the Renowme Honour and 
A 2 reputation 
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moſt remarkeable V oyages of our Nation : ſo ſome 
other able perſon ('of which our ([ountrey hath. 
good ſtore ) were encouraged and ſtirred vp, to 
continue ſuch ( 'ollefions : Yet not onely tothe re- 
cording the exploits of our owne Nation ; but alſo 
to colleFF and publiſh what they find worth the re- 
garding amongſt Forreiners,that may any way be 
ſeruiceable for the inſtruftion of ours. 
To ſuch end thu Relation tr addreſſed vnto 
your that if you find ought that may be vſefull there- 
in, you may make your benefit thereof, (as it ſeem- 
eth others of our neighbour Nations hawe in ſome 
ſort ſought and attempted) or at leaſt by your owne 
farther experience, control and rettifie their miſ- 
takings : To which purpoſe I caſt thu poore Mite 
into your rich Treaſury.; and remaine, 


_ awell wiſher toyour 
| wortliy endeauours. 
Robert Aſhley. 
The 
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The Preface Apologericall. 


>” ſorts there are mo#t like- amen 
== ethers to bee leaft ſatisfied with the 
#9 Publication of this Relation : Where- 
of the one may ſuppoſe the Countyeyes 
of China and Cochin-China ſo far 
) diftant ,, and with which wee hawe no 
= of &d A Commerce, to concerne vs- ſo-litthe, 
that it is but left labour, tobe curious or inquiſit ine how 
Men line there ;, or what commodities thoſe Countreyes 
geeld, and that therefore it were more ſafely and more 
wiſely done , to looke neerer home to our owne ;, and to our 
rx eighbouring-Countreyes , with whom wee haue more 0 

e 
Another ſors there is,that ſuddenly cenſure alt ſtrange 
Reports of things which they haue not ſeene at home,or are 
nor. common in the Countreyes next confining, to: bee lea- 
figs and lies : Condemning not" onely our Countrey-man 
Sir Iobn Mandeuile, and with him. Paulus Venetus, 
. #ndother modern Authors of fables and fifions, but euen 
Plinie, Solinus, Strabo, 'ard that ancient'Hiftorian 
Herodotus , whoſe incredible ſeeming narrations the 
French-man Henery Stephens in his Apology hath made 
more credible by modern examples , which, worke the 
Tran(later of it. into Engliſh hath entitled, A World 
of Wonders. 

To this latter fort (who would: bee thought wiſe, 
becauſe they are net giuen to bee credulow) I anſwere 
fir : That albeit credulity be an Argument of too much 
A. 3 facility, 
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rin ob ambgantiana home 
_ edere,, niſi human Mers rationem 
if," Ler vs 6/ſ> ranfder, that if Colum- 
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bus bad pbrarmtd ns credit with any in his ſtrange vn- 
dertakings (us indeede-bee bad none with whe Adulti- 
tuge ,n0r with many of the wiſer ſort) ſo great 4 part 
of the World a5. America is. fonnd to be ( whoſe furthe#t 
extent towards the North us not yet knowne ) had beene 
vndiſcoxered, 

To the firſt fort, who would not haue vs too euriouſly in- 
quifitine of ſuch remote Countreys as China, and 
Cochin-China,where wee haue no Commerce, 1 anſwere, 

that howſoever China giveth no eafie acceſſe unto Stran- 
gers ; who kneweth what alteration of time may breede > 
ſeeing wee find ſundry Relations of Pertugals that haue 
penetrated intoit * And diners Icfuits, forty or fifty 
geeres reſident in it ? Beſides that,yeerely there us @ Faire 
held at Canton, where there ts free acceſſe to Strangers 
of all Nations for certaine moneths ? 

But by this preſent Relation, it appeareth to be cleane 
contrary in Cechin-China, where they admit all Stran- 

gers of what Nation ſoeuer , to haue Trade and Traf- 
fique, which being ſo, 1 finde not our onne Nation 
excluded. 

Yet admit that there were no likelihoed of arceſſe: 
How ſweete and pleaſant, how ingenious and ingenuou, is 
the curiows Inquiſition and ſpeculation of this admirable 

| | workemanſhip 


he Preface Apeloreticall. 


workmanſbip of the world, and the nobler parts thereof 2 
I will take a Teftimony or two, both of Ancient and Me- 
derne Authors. 

Seneca, enquiring after Happineſſe, affirmeth, Cu- 
rioſura nobis Natura Ingenium dedir,8& Artis fibi & 
pulchritudinis ſuz conſcia ſpeQatores nos tantis 
rerum ſpeRaculis genuit; frucum ſui perditura, (i 
tam magna, tam clara, tam ſubtiliter dufta, ram 
nitida, et non vne genere formoſa , Solitudini often- 
deret : Vt ſcias illam ſpe&arivoluiſſe ; non tantum 
aſpici. And againe, Ego terras otanes tanquam 
meas videbo; meas tanquam omnium. Ego fic viuam 
ranquam ſciam alijs me natum:8 Naturz rerum hec 
. nomine gratias agam. Quocnim melius genere ne- 
gotium meu agere potuit ? vium me donauit om- 
nibus ; vai mihi omnes. 

AmongF#t othex Moderne Authdrs Poſtellus, (him- 1 
ſelfe a great Traueller ) ſaith, Homo Natura, preter —_ 
proprium loquendi munus quo differt a cxteris ani- cap.zs. 
mantibus,id etianrhabet , quod peregrina omnia ad- 
miratur & ad infolita obſtupeſcit, atque externis 
potius quam domeRticis' capittir. 4d anorher in- 
duſtrious Author of latter time , Ingenium' humanum 
eft curioſum, & nouitaris atque varietatis auidum, X*&wm- 
ſemper defiderataliud genus remorum:!.. Ard # lit- 3.cap.z. 
ele af ter, Q1# noua quz rara vndeas Ingenium 'hu- 
manum afhciunt; vt -ſtolidus vidert-debeat, quide 
bis ralibus non aucat:diſſcrere,, neque ſecum -ipſe 
meditetur ea, & ſoliciter cum cura pecmoirencs. I 
haxe therefore thought , that hapyely there may be many 
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ethers, which finding the like affeRions in themſelues nay 
make vſe of what # heeye preſented, | 
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of the. cog and m_ of the Cannerey of 


CHAP. III. 

of the Fertillity of the Land. 

=OOC.NAP,. INT 

Of the Elephants and Rhinoceros. 

CHAP. V. 

Of the Temyerament , Manners, and Cuſfiomesof the 
Cochin-Chinois, Of their manner of Living, Clothing, - 
and Medicines, 

| CHAP. VI. 

Of the Civill and Politicke Gouernement of Cochin- 

China. | 
CH A P.. VIL. 

Of the Forces of the King of Cechin-China , and of 

the Warres he bath within his Kingdeme. 


CHAP. VIII. *# 
—_— Commerce, Ports, and Hauens , of Cechin- 
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iCothiniChins is diuided ine five-Proninced: The 
Mlwhere the King makerh his abode, ioynerth.vpon 
Tuachio, and is called Sinuss : The ſecond is named 
Cartian,; inwhich the Prince the ſonnedoth 
reſide as gouerpovr: Thename of the third is Quan 
few 2 The;fouch Quigniz» , to:which the; Poreuge/s 
giuen the nee of Pulveambin; The fifth which 
boxdereth on che. Kjngdona.ol Champs, is called 
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gentle | rreriainey.. windes torefreſh deceaf Cadjehol 


of the a piarg eg of the Comnerey 
Ge Cent 


His Xi mrs (a: bathbeene id) be 
' tyyeenet _— and 17 of Nertheny by 
anda, it followeth conſe tharthe C 


is rather bot then 'cold:: Yer it iS not {6 hot as tndis, 
though 1t have the fame elevation of the Pole, and 


bee likewiſe vnderthe Torrid Zone, The reafon' df 


which difference1s , becauſe that iy /»dja there is no 
diſtin&tionof the foure Seaſons'of the Yeere:: In re- 
gar po there 'their Summer' age for the 
pace ofnine' Moneths together, during which no 
cloudap pr. reds errors hoe be; 
in ſack ſort that the Aire is) abwayes ſeorched by're- 
uerberation of rhe Sun-beames. "The other th 


'Moneths they call Winter ; not becauſe Whey the 
without heare; but by reaſon of the continual] rai 


nes 
which arc ordinary there borh and dayat- thar 


ſeaſon.': And riotwithiſtanding 'natutally ſeemes 
thar ſuch: continuall-raine ſhould ſomewhat: tefreſh 
the Aire,.Yet the ſame falling in' the Monerhsof 
May, June, and luly , genie ernment ep 
in the Zenith of-7adis., no'windes then 

thoſe that areveryhor, the Aire is Sorkin 4 
and chjckoed;; rhatthe beat js: then ſomerimes lefſe 
tolletabble hen inthe midſt of -Summnerit ſelfe* du- 


ringabich therecommonly come from rhe'ſce,ſorme 


Come mea abide,” 
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DD fraitfill andiabundane in 
pull an Ee which is the-beft 
Alaong , noiiriſhmment of -albehis 


1 In mas np rar Winter! 
which are -December,!Tanciary and February , uh 
Nort prindes baidgyfuch cold tainet; rhat there: 
—_ Winer from their 
Finally in the Mdneths of 
cane rhc effs&ts of 
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theit vetting, fea ms | 
eryingzoftfor' "all and [feireraring! 
Dadeni.ur;; Tat yuhic afiibink: the! Water: 
igeome; the\vVareriisd ready domg:sfnfouirohibap 
tic ſacucrbut Feiftechapd rwidycertiz Yea cuemrhe: 
King himſelfe. blo? 19 11=tib4q 
2:\Y&vithafimnch a3cheſeimmniflarionordint folltd- 
denly,.and:ſorhetatac fovn tarthohewiid 4) 
Euenihgthey cicunenbed then gt hb 
ſales inhwdtorarinittecion at ſhag 
vp in plicitbo 1d thipthioughonraii rhe Cod 
tey it fajtv:our now arid thers;rrhad gwiytools thoit 


Cartell,chirhentage tad rheleiſſrs 0 Torigs ond 
withdraw them forrefaye.intoithe ville: afickighty 
plages: Incregard: wh tlewi2a:confrirnution in 
the Kingdocwe; that | | 
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ot hn pa yore thisvermine ; which bY 
revn27-4 by/uttle: and lirtle;, would Pen atre Pre ry 
Soue their fields.  * 
a_ rhev arrays the jeaſtweliiob the 
, that every -onc thereby furniſheth 
prouidet his banks thet the bercer of all neceffaries; 
_ three dayes. it maketh- all the-countrey nawi- 
gable evetyWhere; with ſichiedſe-andifaciticie; char 
there &nothing but may. cafily. bee! ed from 
one Towne to anather ::in regard whereof rhey'keepe 
all their Faires and great Matkers'»ar- theſe —_ 
Fa OC ey nee 
k 
their prouthonof wood for their ringand for Buil. 


cheinHres ELIT 
to their ;whic are 

ediranckes of pillars,raiſedbrery high to giue the wi-- 
tera fretedrrance andcilſpezeuerty oneTetiring meane 
timeiwe the: bis Houſ@'*Varo 
which the water ( which, canror t'bee ECTS ad- 
mired ) 
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;" There is alfo in Cechin-Chins another fruit, whieh 
T haue hot feegc elſewhere, in ndis it is called Cax,. 
and reſembleth in ſhape and faſhion , the outſide of 
the Pomegranate ; But the Marrow within is. more. 
tiquid ro be rakenand eaten with a Spoone, hauing 
an aromaricke taſte, and is fot colour not vnlike ro a 
ripe Medlar. 

© They haue alſoa fruit like vnto our Cherries, but 
their raſte is more like thatof the Raiſin:In their lan- 
guage they call. chem &xoo. Neither are they with- 
out Melons, yet not ſo good as thoſe of 1:aly, nor are 
they vſually eaten but with Sugar, or Hony. But 
their Cucumbers or Water-Me pan rn terme 
them,are exceeding moſt excellent. 

- There groweth ie called Gyeque, which is 
common alio elſewhere in dis ; but nor fo faire by 
much,as in Cochin-Chins, growing on a tree as high as 
the Walnut or Cheſſ-nut tree, with much longer 
wy" : This fruir is as great..as the greateſt Cab- 

age, for one of them is as much as one man can car- 
ry at one time. It is like a Pine-apple in the outſide, 
but the inſide is tender and ſoft, full of yellow cares 
or cloues, whoſe graynes are flatand round as a /x/io 
of 1:aly,or a Teften; and in the midſt ofcach graine 
is found a bone, which they caſt away when they cate 
the fruit, There are two forts, thoſe which the Por- 

tug als call Giaca-berca,whoſe meat is firme when the 
kernell is caft away : The other is nor fo firme,but ra- 
ther ſoft as glue; the taſte of eitherof them is much 
reſembling that of the delicious fruit called Durior, - 
which wee are now todeſcribe, - +. d > 

The Dwrion is one of the moſt excellent fruits in the 
World, which groweth-tiotelſewhere but at Me/cc- 
c4,Borxco,or ſome Tles thereaboars: There is no great 
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vexelembling ebo/Pre-apple Hunrardly, boch in 
ole t>thebote; arincheother, deing manelious 
white; and in taſte #hd fireethele like the AY - 
bianco, adelicate diſh of the 1za/ians. This mear, and 
this liquorwithuir the es meth ortwehnelictle 
cells, euery of whie! birwhire meate abou rhe 
boneas big as a Chefſ-mar : VWhen you breake or open 
it, there conitneth oat a very vnpleafing ſmell, like 
that of a rottew Qnion; yer that which is within hath 
norafte thereof at all, bur is ſweere and moft delira 
ous. Vherenpon I will relate a Hiſtory of whathap- 
pened where I was prefent: One being defirous to 
zive a taſte of this truir $0 a Prelare thatwas newly 
come to Halncca, opened it befor& himmor thinkt 
thereof , whence there came {o ſtrong and ſovnples- 
ſing # ſauour, that the Prelate. became fo diſtaſted 
therewith, that hee could: not poſſibly be perſwaded 
totafte theteof: : But being ſer ar the Table to' his 
Dinner, amongſt other ſeruices ,' there was preſented 
tohim adiſh containing nothing but rhe inſide of 
this fruit, which in ſancur and tafte 15 ſo like to the 
AMangiar-biance, that it was eafieromakethe Preſare 
or ay other to miſtake ir, tharſhadnot feene it dre{- 
ſedor prepared. He had no ſooner put his hand to it, 
but at the very firft morſeliwhith he tooke, he found 
the taſte fo exquifite, that with altoniſhment hee 
cnquired, who was the Cookerthat had prepared ſuch 
a delicious white meate, whereunto hee that feafted 
him in lis Hoaſe,,madeamſwereſiritting ,- that mo o- | 
ther Wooke tha niedled; qhetewith., but- the grear 
56 D,who bd: farmifhed this' Country with fo 


rare 
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rajcaflh pbk noother bueche Dovieunhich 
he badin-{o great borror ax; the-firſt: Wherewith 
the: Prelate —_ much - aſtoniſhed, cating. thereof 
with ſo good an appetite, as if he could not haue too 
much ot it. This truit is beld ſo excellent, that cuen 
at Malacca where it groweth, the ſame is ſomerimes 
ſold fora Crownea piece, 

. In Cochin-Chins alſo there: is great plenty of ano- 
ther fruig, which the Portugals call Axanes. Andal- 
bcit there be nothing more common throughout 7n- 
dia and in Brajl; yet becauſe I doe not find them © 
well diGribedto to my mind, by ſuch as haue made 
mention of them , I will adde a word Or two concer- 
ning the ſame. This fruit growerth not ©n any tree, 
neither commethr i of any bur of a roote,as our 
Artichockes doe : The fialke and leate-is very like 
thoſe of the Cardurs-thiflles and Artichoks:It is round 
like a colomne or pillar of 9. inches in lengel, and of 
ſuch a greatnefle, that one can ſcarcely clipitwith 
both bis hands. The meate thereof is led within 
like as in the Radiſh : Bur it harh a harder rinde, 
which is faſhioned in- reſemblance like tothe ſcales 
of Fiſhes.It is yellow within, when it is ripe,and then 
the outſide bei _— away witha Knife, it is vſu- 
ally caten _—_ ſharpe' and fivectereliſh, 
when it commeth you er naturity;noc vnlike t0a deli- 
cate Peare. 

There is. alſo found in Cockin=Chine another fruit, 
peculiar tothat Councrey-: Tr is called of the Ports 
£6 als, Areca, which groweth on a tree of as firaighra 

ody as the Pabme-tree; hollow within, and hathino 

leaves bur atithe onely, as the Paime-tree leaues 

xe : Inthemadſtotwhich thereare little -0Q 
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ieces and.inieierypiccorkey-pur amorſell of Arcre,. 
>thatof-oneftuitthey'make'foure or fiue morells :- 
They vic-al; Lime to their Arecs; ſuchas: 
they makeiin that countrey of Oyſter-ſhells, and not- 
of Lime-ſtones as- they doe in Exrope. Andas-with 
vs there are commonly ſome appointed todreſle the 
Meat,ro-prouide Catey and to performe other offices: 
$oin Cochin-Chins there is in cuery houſe ſome or 0+ 
ther appointed te no other office, but onely to.infold 
ya "ROI ———— and the officers 
are: ſo imployed, who moſt commonly are wo- 
my edtsrty.re Betleres, Theſe morſels thus pre- 
jarcd are put into boxes, and they vſually goe chev- 
1ngon them all day long,not onely within ot 
even when :rhey goe vp and downe the ftreetes , or 
ſpeakewith any, - in all places and atall times ; But 
after they. haue long chewed it and kept it intheir 
mouthes without ſwallewing of in hay ſpirir out; 
KOs 906 rs with the odour and quality 
—_ maruellouſly IG the ES his 
ruit thus prepared, is 1m ſuch requeſt among them, - 
thatwhenany goeth ro the houſe of another to viſit 
him, hee carricth with him a boxe thereof, preſenting 
it vato himwhich he preſently purtteth in his mouth, 
and before he take his leauc,he that is ſo viſited, com- 
mandeth the :Berlere.of [rhe bouſe: to bring him a 
boke chereof, which hee offercth to him that cane to 


him 
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Srchareamoobeckiag in tecqiitailof bis courre- 
fie; Infuch ſort thar: nt e's haven _ 
pared in a readinefſe , and-ſo tivthejwoi 
of that che greareſt eueina /- naar anege er 
_ in with rec4,as in 
oo Ven wi Oi. po is: Wo 
hk not1o as their 'Besle, 'F 
arealſo C r.of all ar ApvtrFroncreling As 
well as" Sug ar-C ances. -Qur fruits of Ewropearenor yet: 
come to Cochin-Chins ; howbeit Lam of opinion thag 
the ine and Figg-tree would proſperwell there. : Our 
herbes, as Lertice, Succory,' Colowerts and facho«. 
ther are ing in.Cochin-China;: andall dueri{udia, 
yer they p_— leanes onely without any ſeed: : fochat 
Lach chey would'have any RY arc taine to have 
.the ſeed our of Ewrepe. 

- Fleſh is alfothere in great plenty, reaſorofthe 
abundance of foure footed beaſts which they nouriſh 
there in their houſes, as Kine, Goats, Swine, Buffle,and' 
ſuch other. Of- wild beaſts, as Herts, :they - 
many greater then thoſe of Europe ; Vil Borez we) 
divers others. They bave fore of Fowler, tame 
Hens and wild , with which their fields are-cquered; 
Turple-Doues Pigeons; Duckes;Geeſe and Crayes which 

are very ſauoury meat; ' beſides des many Others! which 
we haue not here in Ewvrope 

There is al fogrear ior of Fiſh,and thar of foex- 
quifitereliſh.and taſte, that hauing — ſo-many 
Seas; and trauelled bodugh D-act Countreysas I 
have done, methinkes 1:haue nor the Fiſh'of 
any other place,com rable to that of Cochin-China. 
And by — that the whole length of the. 
lethon the Sea;as have ſaid; als ſuch a multi- 
tude of Fiſher-boates, andiFiſh-takers, and Fiſh-car- 
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ted Filemaltified and difſolued.in water; whereof 


&y make i biting liquor , not unlike voto Muſtasd; 
eh Afick jus bc; op ws Houſes in: {0 great 4 
ty;thar they fil Tunnes and Hogſheads there- 
with, as-in' many of Ewrope men doe with 
wines; yerthey vie irnor for meat by it ſelte,but for 
ſauce onely to quicken their. appetite-in cating -of 
therr Rice ; which they ſuppoſe would otherwite bee 
vaſauoury.. | 

They abound alſowith Shel-fiſh,with Oyſters,and 
other fruits of the Sea; eſpecially with one kind 
which they call. Cameron, - -: © 735. * 

Bur dallthathath beene Aid , Gads Prouis 
dence priuiledged them with a rareand. exqui- 
ſitekind of: food; which in my opiniqn cannot. bee 
bertex likeried Hecompared,then to: thavdſurne with 
which the choſen people ot God were fed in the De- 
fart/This kitdoffood is fo-peculiar to Cochin-China, 
thar'ir1s got any whereelſe. : That which I willLſay 
thereof ſhalnorbeby-hearefay; or by report of any 
other, bur dy mine owneexperience ; who haue ſcene 
and earen of it often... There iis a little Bird-in this 
Coutitrey, like vatoa Swallow , which faſteneth his 
neſt ro the rocks/on which 'rthe- wanes of the Scadoe 
beare;, and ate broken, This little creature-raketh 


with 


» -vf Corhin-China, © 
with her bill ſonte"of the Frocſofyhe Sth af ira 
certaine hurinue which ſhee diavrerh Hit of her ſto. 
macke; mingling rheonewithithe other, N_ ; 
know notwhat chyike birnmmons martef , where 

with (hee after baikderh her neft'; (hich Whon'it 18 
grommet bedry and hard, becommerh tranſparent, 
and of a mingled colour, betwixt yellow and greene. 
Theſe neſts are” pathered by thoſe of rhe Couritrey, 
and betgy ſoftened and Uiffoluetls iti water, Rtne to 
ſcaſonall their Meates, either FI&{k;ot Firh, Hearbes 
erany thing elſe; zming ſuch a diverſity of reliſh,and 
ſo properto cnery of them, that one would' thirke 
they were prepared with Pepper,C gd _ 
antal! manner eg Spices: in ck ſort! "fat ets 

neſt is ſufficient to ſeaſon all ſorts of Viand$ 5 ei 
Salt, Oyleor Lard;or any other thing :Which made 
me fay thar indeed it refemble@ the Afamis; which 
had in ir ſelfe the taſte of all the moſt Tanoarie kinds 
of foode , but 'rhat this 'is only theworke of 2 little 
Bird , whereas the other was prepared by the Angels 
of God. ' And of this there is ſuch ſore, thit I Tn 
ſeene ten little boats loadeftiywith th tes 

_ che Rocks withif the ſpace of half 

Bur becauſe it is ſuch an Hats te thing G7 "y 
the King doth'rraffique therewith®' FE, Are call teſer- 
ued for him, and the greateſt vtterance Jkt of 
them;is for the King of Chine,who hath che iti great 
efteeme. 

They Gatenor any Milke nor ought rtiate thereof, 
koldmg'ir for a great offcnice t6' ke from 
Kine Or any other creatures : ahd his eh for ſach 
their ſcrapuloſity4s, tharthey f: ;Mhe i m phe. Ne Or- 
dained by Nature; for th&inoir rien :7G 
anes: AS if het whomithe little tones" Kind 
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| k dg poten, 
marcked fai and fofcly —_ rtheirmanner,; 60 the 
Hue coales;till fuch thanes they felt the force of the 
fire, which they indurcd for awhile, beingof a 
cold __—— inthe end they weteroſtedand 
ranged this friend of mine drew-them to 
him, and away the burner $kin with a Knife, 
found their fleth to be excceding white,” which hee 
brayedand ſod with a little _-_ like — 
[cate them. as a moſt excellent meat, inuiti 
thereunto : But I was mo with the fight 3 
"Of all other things wanider for the ng intertaine- 
a a mans life, rp i is —_ _ 
oor ponies. Ag firs or there is ſuch a- - 
Z of Silke,that No wy ft men, and the 
baſer baſe fon of people weare it 7 Aire By occaſion 
whereof, F have. divers times taken pleaſure to ſee the 
" men and yromen mo__ in \Srones , _— 
ime andother ings wir taken 
of the tearing or Dulingn their Pe et 
which they weare. Yet this will = ſceme fivm 
to ea that ſhall know how theſe Mulberry 
krees, by whoſe leaues ra rp nero 
_ are as des NeNeA Jarge plaines,' on 
empe is w no longer time it'grow ing. Ity 
ſuch this a'few Moneths the Wormes vine 
forth of them , and nouriſh, themſelues-in-the Aire; 
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ſ EA in raatng'; 1 26d wink 
Codds, Bladders and Bortomes, le poo 

al and pruned une as, oalyithe Iobabitans bane 

4 their owne neceſſary-uſes and occaſions; 

bur they furniſh .Zapar alſo, Ker fend: Silke tothe 

Knicks of Lats. pers ance itis alſocarried into 

hel Kingdome of Thibet : For albeit the Silke be nor 

ſo fine and delicate, yet.it is ſtronger and more ol 

ſtantiall chen that of China. 

Their Bui/dings and Houſes are all of wood ; yet in 
regard -thereof they need not enuy any other Pro- 
ulnce , becauſe that without any exaggeration, the 
Woad and Timber of this countrey is the belt of all 

_ the world, by the iudgement of thoſe that haue beene 
in many places. Amongſt that greatnumber and ex- 
cceding great diuerſitie of trees which they baue, 
there are two ſorts moſt commonly .imployed ia their 
Buildings, which are ſo incorruptible, - that they are 
not endammaged by being in the water, orvndes the 
catth:They be j7 follidalſs and ſoweighty,that they 
will not ſim on the water, bur ſerue>for Anchors, 
One of theſe kinds of.wood-is blacke/| {ryer:not fo. 
blacke as the Ebeny : The other is red z beingborhof 
them ſo ſmooth and enen, that when the Barke is ta- 
ken away,they need no plaining or ſmoothing. Theſe 
trees are called Tin, and haply he ſhould not much 
be deceiued,that ſhould be obs opinion that thetrees 
which Sz/omen viced inthe be bailing ofthe the __ 
were of the ſame incorruptible Tim 
know already by the: Scripture, that Sir xr by he 

imployedarrocalied LignaThyme,2\Chro.9.10.11, 
whiake very necre their name. The moun- 
cnucare cne are covered all ouer with-theſe 
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5'they li ahi them veick Graves pom 
.of Canes and Reeds, which they interface! curiouſly 
t&lerin the Aire in times of hear, partly alſoto giue 
the water free CBT VEDEd. As AI 
may haye© arid 'regrefſe in the time of inunda- 
cions.. They vicalioa deuifes and inuenti- 
ens to beautifie and adorne: their houſes ,, catuing 
their boards and planks wirh curious workemanſhip, 
ON_ their habirations delightfull with varie- 
Tow whiliswenre difouring of Tres I will ade 
fomewhar as concerning another kind of wood which 
is their moſt us-merchandiſe :: This is that re- 
nowned called 4quilz and Calambe, which are 
the fame-in regard of the wood, yet much different in 
the reckoning made of them , as alſo intheir vertue 
and efficacie. There/is good ſtore of theſe trees,eſpe- 
cially on the mountaines of the Xexou, which are ve- 
ry great and very high. If this wood: be cut from a 
y trunke or ſtocke, then they call it Aquila, 
whereof there is ſach plenty, that euery one may take 
OI Fe we TT oe + 
an old tree, this is the Caleawbewhich were exceeding 
bard to be gotren, if Nature had not holpen' in that 


behalic, placing theſe rrees at Ea 


df oo with Ching. N 
ſtecpe , and-oraggie tnountaines,whete theytaty , 
etly grow without any wrong ofviolencedor x 
There are falling from rhem from time to rime,fome 
branches which breake of 'theniſelues from the body 
of the tree ; either by becoming blaſted and withe- 
red,or by extremity of old age, which are found ro be 
rotten and worme-caten, This is the high-ptifed and. 
renowned Calambe,. which farre ſurpafſeth the com- 
mon Aquils, in efficacic and fiveetties ef ſcent; Eve- 
ry one may ſell ofthe 44qwil/aat his pleaſure, but the! 
traflique of the Calambs is" reſetued. to the King a- 
lone, for che excellent '0dour and ſoneraigne yertye 
thereof, And :certainely' in thoſe phces whete it is 
gathered, ir is fo firect and ſo odorifergits, that pro+ 
vitg certaine pieces of ir;which had berhe giuen me, 
buried them more thewfiaefootviider gromd;' yer 
notwithſtanding 'they bettayed rliemſeibes' by their 
ſweer ſmell; This Calewbawhettitis gathered , is 
valuedat five Ducars the poutid ; yer at rliePorr of” 
Cochin-Chins it yeeldeth more , and ſcarcely to be 
had "vider fixteene Ducats the pound : And being 
tranſported to lapes, it is valaed/at two hundred Du- 
cats the pound : Burt if one meet with a piece of ſuch 
greatnes that a man thay lay-his- bead ori; as on a 
illow; ther/aponeſes will giue three or foure hu | 
Ducas: the pound for it: becaaſe Re mtg p&- 
riment ( as they ſay )- that ir-is better for health,ro | 
haue ſome hard thing vader ones head! when lic ſiee-" 
pet, then-aſoft pillow of feathers! which becauſe” 
they bold ro be 'vrwholfome, they iy 2 
piece of wood for 'a Bonlfter t6 
which every one according to 
i 


coy wheeangt, Andif'it be 
they arcounrie TRUST h 
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reaſon that the Brachwanr'and Bavianref India, 
| y Cen EB iſt 1EC 7te- urne IIS 
| ELON wood , ſparch 
and rid him of an cert Frog goon | 
' In concluſion, therearcalfo in Cechin-China,many 
Mines of the preciouſeſt Metalls,and of Gold eſpect- 
ally.. Soto comprehend in few words the fertility of 
this country,which-meriteth a more larger diſcourſe, 
Iwill conclude this Chaptet with: that which the 
Merchants of Evrope. that trade; thither commonly 
ſay,That the.riches of - Cochin-China are greater then 
thoſe of China it felfe; which is knowne' to be fo 
excceding rich and plentifull in all good things. 
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_. Of the Eelphants and Rhinoceros, 


T"Here are many Elephants in the woeds of Cechin- 
' | Chins; of which they make novſebeeauſe they 
havenot the skill to catch them and to make them 
_ tame, butthey baue ſome brought vnro- them from 
a heighbouring:countrey called Cambegie, which are 
inſtructed and diſciplined before. Thee are as great 
agpine as the Indian Elephants, the print of their foor 
which they leauc behind:them ,'is a foot and halfe in 
the Diameter: The recth which come our of rheir 


mouthes, 
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- mombes, of which 7zorie is made,arevft times thir- 

e, ſometimes fourteene foot in length ;. but thoſe 
. of the female E/ephants are much (hotter: VWhence 
may ay be conieured, how mach greater the £/e- 
phery- Cochin-China are, 'then thoſ@ which-are 
rought imto Exrepe, whoſe reeth 'are riot abouc two 
font anda halfe in length. pac | 
.,. They are long lived , and thereuponwhen 1 once 
demanded how 01d one of them was, his Conductor 
anſwered me, that he was threeſcore yeeres old when 
hewas brought out of Cambogja,and had liued fourty 

yeeres in Cochin-Ching. | 

Atd becauſe I haue trauelled many times on: E/e- 
phants.n this Kingdome, I can report many thingsof . 
them which will ſeemevery ſtrange ,. but areneyer- 
theleſſe true. ; 

The. E/ephant doth: ordinarily carry thirteene' or 
foureteene perſons ; who are thus in this manner ac- 
commodated ; Eucnas we put-Saddles on-our Hor- 
ſes, ſo. doe they put.vpon their Elephants, a kind of 
Engine faſhioned like vntoa great Horſ-Lirtey with 
in the which there are foure ſeates ; and ir is faſtned 
and tied with chaines vnder the belly of rhe Elephant, 
in like manner as the-Saddle is with the Girthes to 
the Horſe. This Litter hath twoentries or open pla- 
ces oneach fide, in which are beſtowed ſixe perſons, 
being ranked by three and threez and another behind, 
wherein two perſons are placed ; and then the Nayre, 
(who is as the Coach-man or Conductor) plact 
himſelfe on the Head of the Elephant; that Hemay 
guide and gouerne him. It hath noe onely happened 
vnto me to trauell by Land in this manner, butmany 
times alſo by Water, paſſing in-this ſort over ſome 
arme of the IT ——Q 
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amps. rg forthe commeditie 
are tO goe Our Or enter. into the Lirzey, 
doth -1t butwben the Nayre ks and 
if whijes he is fo bowed downe, make too long 
oy ; he eh hon fe ES 
wiſe ; he raiſe on 
to remaine fo lang in ſuch a violent 

Ic is no. lefle wonder,ro feehow at the command. 
ment of the Neyre, he maketh bis body inmanner of 
a Ladder,for the greater of rhoſe that are 
19 eneeranto the Lx:cey; For rhe firſt ftep, he offerethy 
his Foethich is diſtant enough from ground ; for 
the ſecond be prefenterh bis Pafterne,at a connenient 
diſtance from the firſt; and for the thnd, he bowerh 
his Knee : : the founh ſtep,;s on the bone of bis Flanke 
whieh.is caſt formnewhar outward for the purpoſe; and 
from thence he receiuetb you on his rrunke, and car- 
rieth-you toa chaance fafined to his Lirter. 

Hereby cuidentiy.appeareth, bow much they hane 
bin deccudmho hauewrictenghar the Elefrs cool 
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| ; downe,and thar thennly 
way takehim,was tocurthe rreeagainſtwhich he 
wastolcane when liewent tofleepe : becauſerharby 
thefall ofthar tree which was to (uftaine and (i 


-bim;be muſt of force fall downe without any ability 


toraiſehimſelte againe : by which meaneshe ſhould 
beanaſlured prey to the Hunter that purſued him; 
Ali this is buta fable; although irbeout of doube; 
that he neue -lieth downe ro nike thar Situation 
being ſo incommodious and violent forhbirm, as hath 
beene expteſled :and thereforthee fleeperh alwayes 
Gandingywith a continuall agitationof his head.” ©* 
-) In 6ecafionof. Vaneen] Becmile, they-take-of 
- 16m rr L inter, whetelience, as out of 2 
Towes;the Souldiers fight with Arrowes and Muſ- 
kets;anid'{ometimes alſo with Field-pieces , the Ele- 
ant hauing firength enough to cary them: For this 
| is exceeding ſtrong , and hath 'nor his like. I 
haue ſcene one my ſelfe,cary exceſſive burdens'on his 
trunk : Another that lifted vp a great piece of Aretl- 
lery : Another alone todraw ten ſnaffBoars one af 
teranother”, taking them berweene his Teeth, -with 
great dexterity, and caſting them into'the Sea.” I 
aue ſecne others, pull vp _ Trees by the rootes, 
as eaſily as a man would pull vp-a Colewort or a Ler- 
tice: With as much facilitic they will throw downe 
and ouerturne Houſes, beat downe whole Streetes, 
when they are commanded in the Warres, roendam- 
mage theenemie, and in Peace, when a'Houſe is on 
fire,that it take nor old of the reſt: 
The trunke of the Elephant 15 long, proportionally 
to the reſt of his body, ſo that without ftooping 'or 
bowing downe, he can eafily reach” from the ground, 
what hee liſt : Tr 'is'eotapofed of many a 
b oun 


reyes where they have lned. So © chac hee 
onwhich I travelled , vaderftood the Language of 
C embegis whence be was brought, and rhar of Cachar- 
fo Noye talking to bis Elephaxe , mionmung 
him-of his royage,,of the wayes he is to goc,, inwhar 
Jane bee meenderh otodge,whgcomaitcaiee " 
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cakon ſerueth- , hee draweth firſt the branches and 
boughes to bhim;then he raketh this Iron and cutreth 
them away, making hinſelfeanopenpaſlage through 
the thickeſt Forreſts whatſoener , whereby-men iper- 
ceiuethat the Elephant bath beenethere and.opened 
the way. All this hee doth eaſily, and readily.toexe- 
cute the commandements of the' Nayre. One .onely 
thing this beaſt findetch incommodious and grieuous, 
which is, when any thorne or other ſharpe thing pric- 
keth-the ſoles of his feere,, which be harh very tender 
and'fenfible;. going therefore bur ſoftly , and with 
prot circumlpe@ion, when hee. is to. paſle " 

uch dangerous places. I was once ena Iourney,, in 
which there were ſeven or eight-E/ephants in c 

ny, when Ihard che Nayres each of hemaduerting 
his-beaſt ro. rake lieede ro-their footing, bees 
they were-to goe for the ſpace of: halfe. Ts 
through - ſandie ow ,; in; which 4 
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were commonly ſome Tharnes growing: At.which 
warning the Elephants bowed. downe their beads, and 
looking attentiuely with their eyes,as men cammon- 
ly doe when they .ſceke after: ſomewhat that is Joſt, 
they went faire and ſoftly, with-great .heedfulneſle, 
whules theywere in that danger, till ſuch time as be- 
ing told that-they were paſt feare, they lifred vp their 
beads,and continued their pace as before. In the cue- 
ning, being come to-their Inne, the Nayres bid the 
Elephants goe to paſture in a Wood, without taking 
their Litters from their backes : And when I queſtt- 
oned them why they did not diſcharge them of thar 
burden, they aniwered me, that the Elephants were to 
feede on the boughs, and bodies of. trees, and there- 
fore that they might cut them downe at their plea- 
ſure, with the ſharpe Ironwe ſpeake of, they were'to 
keepe on their Lirters, The next day, being to lodge 
ina place where there: was: no. WW the Nayres 
brroughtcachof them a great faggat of greene trees 
for their Elephants, I rooke great delight to. obſerue 
how one of them with his tranke tooke theſe boughs 
more nimbly; then the reſt, pulled them with his 
teeth, and dideate them after with as good an appe- 
tite as wee would cate a figge, or any Other fruit. The 
next day diſcourſing with the other trauellers, being 
abour ſome twenty perſons, I told themwhar pleaſure 
I tooke in beholding how handſomely this. Elephant 
didtnake ſhift to feede on thoſe boughes,. VWhere- 
upqp the Nayre by commandement of the owner of 
this Elephants, called him aloud by his-name, which 
was Gnin,whobeing gonea little aſide, preſently lif- 
ted vp his head , as bearkning what he would-ſay to 
bim.: Remember ſaiththe Nayre the father the pal- 
ſenger, thatwas pleaſed;yeſterday to. ſecthee _ : 
| ake 


Take preſently a truneheon fuch as' thou hadft then; 
and come into his preſence,” doing as thou did- 
deſt: No ſooner had the Vayre ſpoken, but the E/e- 
hant holding a Truncheon jn his month / commeth 
Air me, and finding me out amongſt the reſt, pre- 
ſenteth it vnto me; then peeleth and eatethit,and do- 
ing mea profound reuerence , retireth himſelfe as-it 
were laughing, with fignes of gladnefſe and reioy- 
cing: And Ircmained aſtoniſhed, ro fee'in' a beaſt 
fo much aptneſle to vnderſtand and todoewhatwas 
commanded him. Yet is he obedient to none but to 
the Najyre or-to his Maſter, and endureth not to fee a- 
ny other get vpon him , which ifany attempt todoe, 
and he ſee it, they doubt he would caſt;downe: his 
Litter and kill himwith his trunke. Therefore when 

any are to get vpon him, the Nayre couereth his 
wm. his _ hich are very bow and enbatiſade, 
When he ſheweth himſelfe refty in doinz whar is 
commanded him, and doth it not fo readily-as hee 
ought, the Nayre hauing both his feet vpon his head, 
beareth and chaſtiſeth him' ſoundly ,' gining'grear 
blowes with a ſtaffe, inthe midſt of his forehead. 
Once we being many in a company on an Elephane 
that carried vs, 2s 6 the Nayre beating him in fuch 
ſort as we baue ſaid, we expeRed ateuery blow he re- 
ceiued, that hee would haue caſt vs downe. They 
give him ordinarily fixe or ſeuen 'blowes: on higfore 
head, -butwith-ſuch vehemency;, that the Eyhans 
trembleth every Limbe and Ioynt; yet enduttth it 

with much patience. | 

There is-onely one occaſion wherein he will not be 
ruled by the Nayre ner by any man;which is when on 
the ſuddaine heentreth into Rur : for then being be- 
ſide bimſelfe,as if he were -—__ etxdurerh _—_O 
2 ut 


buttaketh bis Eircerwith his'trunke, battering and 


_ breaking all ropietes, © Yer ordinarily rhe aye per- 
ceungalinleveieb) certaine {i alfobroth 
off tum.and likewiſe the cotnpatiy- and taking of the 
Litter from fiigbacke,leaueth him in Come eloſe cor- 
ner alone tillhis heat be ouerpaſſed : after which as 
if he wereaſhamed of his diſorder, he goeth holding 
downe his head',” fubmiting himfelfe tothe blowes 
and baſtmadoes which he ſeemeth to himfdlfe to 
bauewell deſerued.. + 
Theſe beaſts in'former times haue beene of great 
vic inthe Warres,and fuch Armies as came into the 
fied with great bands of them , were much feared. 
Bat-fance the Portuga/r found out the inuention to 
incounter theta with Torches and Fire-brands , they 
banerather beene hurtfall theh-profitable, becaule 
being /not-able ro/abide- thoſe” fiery. flames before 
their eyes ,/ rhey furiouſly fled away, putting their 
owne- Armies in difaray killing and ouerthrowing all 
that ſtood in theirway!' > 
-  Thetame E/ephant fighterh onely wirh two ſorts 
of beaſts,which are the #i/de Elephant and the Abade 
or Kinoceros, for this latterhe is commonly two hard, 
but by'the former he is ordinarily ouercomne. | 
The 4badr 'is' a beaſt which bath ſome reſem- 
blance of the Oxe, and ſomewhat of the' Horſe; and is 
of thy bignefſe of a lirtle Elzphart : He is conered all 
ouerwith Scales, -which'is eo him as an/armour ; he 
Hath' but one horne in the avidft of "his forehead, 
which groweth ſtraight, being formed like a Pyra- 
miner his feete and 'hoofes like thoſe of -an Oxe. 
Whules I was at Noun 'a Tornein the Pronince 
of Pulscembes, rhe: Gonernourwentout once tO hunt 
anatbede, which was.in a VWood net farre _— 
N . WCctk- 


.-. of Cochin-Chiae; 
dwelling: He was ac lied with mone then 2 
hundred, ſome on foot, others on horſebasks, with 
eight or ten Elephants. The Abade commeth our of 
the Wood, and at the fight of ſo many enemies, not 
onely ſheweth no ſigne of feare, but furiouſly goeth 
againſt them all ; thereupon rhe anm__ diuidin 
therſelues - into two wings, the Abede runner 
through the midſt of chem,and came to the rereward 
where the Gouernour was mounted On an Elephant, 
which ſought to take hold on the Abaede with: his. 
Irunke,but could not, by reaſon that the other made 
ſo many leapes and friskoles\, ſeeking topierce the 
Elephayt with his home. The Gouernopr know- 
ing well that this beaſt could not bee wounded, 
but where be had no Scales, which was onely .in his 
flankeyatched when in his leaping his belly was to- 
wards bim; and taking his aduantage, threw a dart ac 
him, - with which. be pierced him through, which 
cauſed great acclamations and ſhoutings of . ioy 
throughout all his troope, who there preſeatly in the 
field made a greatb of wood, wherein whiles 
the Scales of the beaſt were a burning, they daunced 
and leapedabourt it; and when, as by degrees, the 
fleſh came tobe roſted , they cut our every one his 
Carbonado, and merrily cate it. Then. they opened 
the Abade to take out his Heart, his Liuer and his 
Braige , whereof they made a delicate diſh ,-which 
they preſented to the Gouernour, who had retired 
hinmfelfe ſomewhat aſide to a higher place, where hee 
ſollaſed bimſelfe with their io!lity.I being prefentar 
this picce of (ſervice, obtained of the Gouernour, the 
Nayles ar Hogfes for my ſhare , which are-efleerned 
to bavethe like vertue and property, that the Hoofe 
of the E/k bath. The Home alſo is chougetobe 
E 3 as 
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Of the Temperament Manners and Cu#tomes of 
che Cochin-Chinois,Of their manner of 
Lining, Clothing, and Medicines. 


He Cochin-Chiness axe little differing from the 

'L Chinozs in their Countenance,being all of Oliue 
colours; thoſe I meane that are toward the Sea : for 
theothers which are farther into the Land towards 
Twnchim areas white as thoſe of Europe.. In the line- 
aments of their faces they are like the-Inhabitants of 
Chins ; flaynoſed as they arc, with little eyes. They 
are of a meane ſtature , neither ſo little as the /apo- 
mois, nor yet ſotall as the Chinots ; but in Arengen 
and agility of body, they exceed them both : They 
ſurpaſſe the Chino alſo in courage and valour : onely 
the /aponoss ſurmount them in one thing , which is, 
their contempt of life in perils and conflicts : for 
theſe laponots ſeeme to make no account thereof, and 
to haue no feare of death at all. The Cochin-Chinog 
1s more gentle and courteous in conuerſation, then 
any other nation of the Eaſt : and albeit on the one 
ſide they ſtand much vpon their valour , yet on the 
other ſide,they hold it as infamous to be tranſported 
with choller. And whereas all the other Eaſterne na- 
tions hold the Exropeans for profane people, and haue 
them naturally in horror , in ſuch ſort, that whenwee 
rw of their Countreys, they betake them- 
fclues rs flight. In Cochin-Chixs on the contrary,they 
Cont 
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contend who ſhall .conuerſe with vs moſt ;, they azke 
vs-many queſtions, they inuite vs to-eatewith them, 
viing all kind of Courteſie, Ciuility, and Familiari- 
ty... Soithappened with.me and my companions-at 
our firſt arriuall there ; where -it ſeemed vnto vs,as if 
we were amongſt our ancient acquaintance, By which 
occaſion, there is a fare Gate opened. forthe Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel of 7eſs.Chrift amongſt them... 
Ofthis gentle and pleaſing difpoſition,and of this 
facilitie of manners,there commeth that great vnion, 
and good intelligence, which they haue amongſt 
themſelues, conuerſing together one with the other, 
as openly, with as much Candour , as if they were all 
brethren, bred', and brought vp together in.the ſame 
Houſe,though they neuer ſaw cach other before, And 
it would be held a great baſenefſe amongft them, if + 
any ſhould eate any thing,were it neuer ſo little yith- 
out. imparting it tothoſe that are with him,, and gi- 
uing toecuery one his morſell. They are of a liberall 
inclination, and beneficent tothe poore , neuer. refu- 
fing their alms to thoſe that aske it,and would thinke 
they had failed much in their duty, if they had deni- 
ed them,as holding themſclues bound in tufticeto re- 
lieue thoſe that are in want. By means wherof,it hap- 
pened that ſome ſtrangers making ſhip-wrackeinone 
of the ports of Cechin-Chins, and hauing no knozw- 
ledge of the tongue , by which they might beg what 
they needed, holp their neceſſity ſufficiently by lear- 
ning this one word, Dey , which fignifieth, Lam hun- 
gry : For as, ſoone as they perceived ſtrangers. com- 
playning in ſuch a manner, ard crying Doyj at thetr 
doores, they went out all auie , being touc Fa 
compaſſion, and gaue them ſomewhat to cat,whereby 
they got ſuddenly ſo much prouiſion, that by King 
auing 
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prompt akd liberall in giuing, ſo are they as. much oc 
Fox Þ eqdefhitg etatſonact "boy, few to thitle 
king; for they ho ſooter earicaſt theiteye on any 
bro vg thinke rare and curious, bat-they 
ate defirons chereof , and will ſay vnte you! Sir Afo. 
ca, which fighifiech, giue me one of tho 2andithey 
hold it a great diſcourreſie to deny rhetti-any thing, 
though it be rare and precious, or nomore ſuch to-be 
had; and account-him baſe that tefuſethrhemywhete- 
by men aredriven cither ro hide-what they baue; or 
to be ready to beſtow it on him that ſhall aske it, - 
A Portugal Merchant, nothing liking this ſtrange 
cuſtome( as indeede there are few that like well of it) 
ſeeing himſelfe every day importuned ro gue what- 
focuer pood thing hee had?, was one day-difpoſedto 
carrie himfelfe in like manner toward them ; and '{b 
comming to a poore Fiſher-mans boate, and laying 
haridson agreat panicr full of Fiſh, bee ſaithwntÞ 
bim in the of that Countrey.,” Sin-MocaF, 
Giue me this, the good man withour further dif- 
ane enmbame the panier as it was, tO Carry away, 
which the Porcige/catricd to bis Houſe accordingly, 
wondering, 
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dntinpacthe liberalicy of the poore man, Bur 
+1» Feit termes of Ciuillity, Courteſie, and Enter- 
 rainaent,are very necre thoſe which are vied in Chirs, 
theinferiours viing great reſpe& toward their ſupert- 
ours, asalſo thoſe of the fame rancke, praQiſing one 
towards another all thoſe petty punRualities', and 
complements,whichare peculiar to the Chiroi:Elpe- 
cially the great reverence they beare to the aged ; al- 
wayes preterring the ancienteſt, of what degree 'or 
condition foeuer they are; and giuing tothe aged all 
kind of preeminence 'aboue the younger. And fo 
ſome of rheſe Lords comming often to viſite vs in 
eur Houſe, though they had beene ſufficiently aduer:- 
tiſed by the Interpreter, thata certaine Father being 
more aged then the reft was not our ſuperiour, they 
could not- poſſibly forbeare to falure him that was 
eld before the ſuperiour, being much younger. 
In all the Houſes of Cochin-China, be they never (0 
oore, three ſorts of fitting are vied. The firſt, and 
ſtof all is; on a Mart ſtretched ouron the ground: 
whereon alldoe fit, that are of the like quality and . 
degree.” The: ſecond is on certaine Coards or Girts, 
ſtretched our and covered with a finer kind of Matrs 
then the' former, where thoſe of the better rancke 
place themſclues. The third 1s on a Tent which is 
raiſed from the ground, about ſome'two foore and a 
halfe ; made in manner of a Bed, which is reſerned 
onely for the Gouernours ,or Lords of the place, or 
for ſach as are dedicated to the Scruiceof God : On 
which they alwayes make our Fathers to fit. -* 
Of this gentle and agrecable humour of the Cochin+ 
Chineis commerh ; the account they make of Stran- 
F gers, 
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. ,..Conceraing/their ;Apparrell and Clothing, wee 
baue alrcady ſaid that Suke is ſacomman.in Cochin 
China, that allare clad cherewith. It anely remainerh 
10 ſpeake of the Faſhions which they vie : And to 
eginwith-the Women, I maſt canfeſle, that. their 
it hath allwayes-ſcemed vato-me.,, eo be the molt 
Modeſt of all /»d;s., for they cannotiendure any part 
of their bodies to; be ygcoucred;. ne not. in the grea- 
teſt heates, They weare fiue or fix T affeties,0ne vponr 
another, all of ſeuerall colours. _The:firſt reacherh 
downe to the ground, which they make -trayne a- 
long, with Gr Gemnien Drocae ,and Maicſtte,that 
one cannot diſcerne ſo much as the end of their feer; 
the next is foure or five fingers breadth ſhorter ; the 
third commeth ſhort of the ſecond , and fo are the 
reſt, the one thorter then the other ;, in ſuch ſort,that 
all the celours are diſcerned. This is their. Habir 
from the, Girdle downewards. Their bodies they co- 
wer with certaine curious Stuffes, which are wrought 
Eſcheequer-wiſe of ſundry colours, caſting. ouer it 
ſo fine and thinavaile, that all this diuerfity, and va- 
rictie may eaſily be perceived through it, like a plea- 
ſlant and gratious Spring-time, accompanied with 
great Grauity, and Modeſtic. They weare their haire 
ooſely, hanging ontheir ſhoulders , which they ſuf- 
fer to grow [A l at it reacheth to the ground,and 
the longer it is,the aiscr it.is accounted. They weare 
| > a great 
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- of: Cochin-Ching; \ 
e great Hat on their Heads , with ſuch broad brim 
thar they cover all-cheir Faces,and ſufferthem not to 
ſee more then three or foure paces before them , and 
theſe Hats areiwouen' or mrerlaced with Silke , and 
Gold, according tothe quality of the perſons + The 
Women are not bound to' any further courteſic in 
the Saluting of any whom they meete, then tolift 
vp their Hats fo farre that their Faces may be ſcene. 
The men in ftead of Breeches wrap themſelues 
with a whole picce of .Stuffe,” clothing themfelues 
ouer it in the like manner, with five or {ixe garments 
whichare long and large, all of fine Silke, of ſundry 
c0!0urs ; with great large Slecues', not vnlike thoſe 
thar'the Benedi#ines vic to weare. ' Theſe! garments 
of theirs, from the girdle downewards, arc all becut 
and flaſhed with curious deuiſcs ;. in. ſuch ſort that 
as they goe through the Towne, they make ſuch a 
ſhaw of all theſe colours mingled together, that if ne- 
uer ſo little a wind ſhould happen to blow vpon their 
garments,one might ſxy they were ſo many Peacocks 
g0ing about ſhewing the variety of their plumes, 
They let their Haire grow as the women doe theirs, 
euen dowhe to their heeles , and weare their Hatts in 
Ike manner. They which haue any Beard, of which 
their are but few, doe neuervſe to cur it, conforming 
themſelues thereinwirh the Chinois, as alſo in letting 
the Nailes of their fingers grow , which the Gentry 
doe nor vic to haue cut, keeping them as tokens of 
Nobility, to diſtinguiſh theta from the Common 
people and the Artifrcets.; who may not weate them 
long, left they ſhould bee hindered by them in their 
worke : whereas the: Gentlemen haue ſuch long ones, / 
that they cannot gripe aty thing intheir hands. They 
cannot reliſh our faſhion of cutting our Haire and 
h F 2 Our 
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the full lebgth, gaue vs to vnderſtand it was the-beſt 
faſhion : Yet notwithſtanding they contented them- 
ſelues,yhen we told them that our imitation did not 
conſiſt in the exteriour man or in the outward babir. 
The Learned ſort and the Doctors, apparell them- 
ſelues ſomewhar more grauely , without ſo many co- 
lours and cuttings ; coucring the reft of their gar- 
ments with a Gowne of blacke Damaſte : they weare 
alſo a kind of Stele,banging about their Necke, and a 
Maniple of blue Silke on their Arme,couering their 
beads commonly with a Cap,not volike to a Biſhops 
Mitre, The men as well as the women , have euecr a 


and full of irreuerence, mnbefitting ; wherein they a- 

gree in opinioa with thaſe of Ching. 
The Cocbin-Chineis vic neither Hole nor Shooes, 
butonely take at the moi,cokeepe the (oles of _ 
: cet 


: of Cochin-China, 
feet from what mighr offend then, a fole of Leather, 
made faſt and tied vpon the foot with ſome byrrons 
and ribbands of Silke After the ntanner of Sandates : 
not accounting it any,way vadecent ro/goe without 
Stockensor Hoſe and Shooes. And alben; going af- 
tet ſuch'a manner fhod or vnſhod, they often times 
find their fer very dirty, they reckon little of it , ha- 
uing for. the purpoſe'1n euery houſe; at the entry of 
the Hall,a Baſon of. faire water i» which theywaſh 
their feet; and ſuch of them as vſe toweare Sandals, 
leaue them there to put on againe when they goe 
forth, hauing no need to vſe them within doores, 
where. the ground being couered with Matts , they 
feare no fouling of them. | Re BE? 

The ordinary food of the Cochin-Chinois is Rice, 
and it ſeemerha ſtrange thing, that this Countrey be- 
- ing ſoplentifull in all kinds of Fleſh, Fowle; Fiſh 

Fruits, that neuertheleſſe,they feed ſtill on.Rice z 
wherewith they commonly fill themſelues at the be- 
ginning of their repaſt, and then by way of ceremo- 
ny,doe bur affay and taſte of all rhe orher Vines. So 
that Xice is to theny the! principalt and chiefe;,-as 
bread is with'vs, which they eare alone without fauee 
or mixrure.ceither of Butter,Oyle or Suggar , but on- 
ly ſeething of itiin warer z whereof: they vſe rio more 
then will ferue to: keepe iti from ſticking to the. Por, 
and ſo from being burnt; by reaſen whereof the 
graines remaine ftilentire,being only a little mollifi- 
ed,and moyſtned, They find moreouer by experience, 
that the notvfing'to ſeaſon the Rice maketh it eigeſt 
the more eaſily; whence it is, that theomgligat I the 
Eaſt they accuftome themſelues to eate foure times a 
day-at theleaſt, and char plentifully, to ſupply rhe 
neceiſmy of Nature, oO | 
Fi F 3 The 
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ared for them, which is alſo0b- 


nor forkes at the Table, not.needing any. They haue 
no need of kniues,, [becauſe their morſells are before 
cut Our in the Kitchin; and itz licu of forkes they 
haue lixtle ſtickes finely poliſhed which they pur be- 
twixt their fingets in ſuch ſort, that with their dexte- 
tity they can take ypany thing therewith, They baue 
as, little .nced of table Napkins, ſeeing they never 
foule their bands, but alwayes take vp their mcat 
with thoſe ſtickes. # | 
"They invite'one another often to Feafts and Ban- 
quets, iti which they ſerue many otber forts of-Cates. 
beſides thoſe I haue mentioned : Yet therein they: 
ſerueno Rice, becauſe they ſuppoſe that enery one 
bath enough athome. And how poore ſoenerhe be: 
that giue FW thinke hee hath.not 
done fairely,if every-of the gueſts hauenot his Table, 
ſerued wirh an hundred diſhes atleaſt, Alſo,becaufe 
they yſe to, invite all their Friends , Kinſetolke. and 
Neighbours to theſefeaſts; there is ſeldome any ſuch 
meeting, atwhich there are not thirry,forty, or fifty, 
and ſomtimes an hundred, or two hundred perſons. I 
wa$,once my ſelfe at one of theſe Sollemne-Feaſts,in 
which the Gueſts were no lefſe then two thouſand. 
| Therefore 


-» of Coohin-Thind, *- 
exfore ſuch-Fealtsare madef@tbe open Aelds;that 
_ -—. #heremay be roomeetiouph roplace ſomany:Tables: 
Neither ought ir co be found range ;'that theſe Ta- 
+ . *#blesbeing not great, there ſhovId' bee anhundred 
Dithes ſecued thereanat ance; becauſe ar ſuch times 
by amaruellous pretydeaicethey place allirtle.caſtle 
an the. Table, hauing ſundry:Scages made of -Suger- 
aanes; 09 which they beſtow in yery'good order; all 
thefe Diſhes, inwhich alſoithere is contained whar- 
ſoeuer the Countreyyeeldeth, as well of Fleſh; Fiſh; 
Foule, Fourefooted-beaſts , both wild and rame, as 
alſo all ſorts of fraits whic' the ſeaſon atordeth :.For 
if there be any ane wanting, it is very :difgracefull to 
the entertainment ; and they will ſcarfe vouchſate-ic 
the name of a Feaſt.: The Maſters are firlt ſerued, by 
their principall attendants, who eaten their Maſters 
places when they-are riſen ; "being ſerued by inferi- 
oar-fernuants, which ſucceed them in their turne. And 
becauſe they cannot deuoure all that is prepared;and 
the cuſtome is tomake a; cleane riddanceof all, as 
ſoohe as theſe are ſatisfied , there commetrh'yer a-bg- 
ſer ſortof followers, who,when theyhauealſo eaten 
their fill,vſe to put vp the remnant in 'bagges which 
they beare for that purpoſe, and carry irhome to feaſt 
the Lackies and Scullions of the Kitchin, who make 
good cheere with it; and then the Ceremony endeth. 
They haue no Grapes in/Cochin-China, therefore in 
ſtead of wine they vic a kind of drinke made of Rice 
diſtifled ina Limbicke,which hath the taſte of Aqua- 
vite, and reſembleth it irrcolour;; being alſoof like 
Acrimony,Subcillity and Viuacity. They haueſnch 
abundance thereof,that cuery one drinketh'common- 
ly as much as he 1iſt ; and are nolefſe drunken there- 
with, then others are with wine in' theſe-parts. you 
| thoſe 


e that in C Fraggg inlicu of Dor 
leaues. of. the tree," and in /apan 
eg intprader, bur the. effects are the 
ſame; andtheyall call it Chia. - - 
— Concerning their Phificians, and manner of caring 
their diſcaſes, I can ſay there arc many, as well Poreu- 
gelsas nativesol the - and 1 ivoften ſcene; 
that many viktionne maladics.for which the Phaſici- 
aus of Exrope know no remedies, bavebecne diſcouc- 
_—_ cured caſily © ear noo > And 
Es 
—_— u ina 
gre Geral is afterward no _— by a Phiſic 

an of thart:Countrey; if they: ra forhim. >" 
The Methode vicd by them is this, chat Se as 
they enter into the fſicke: perſons chamber, they fir 
downe a whites neerevnto his bed, to fertlethe ſtir- 
ring of theirſpirit, which they bane contraQted in 
therr-commang ; then they feele the partics pulſe 
with much attention and circumſpettron; fa ying af- 
terward vato him, you hane ſuch a FSicknelſes and' if 
it beuncurable they fay vato him ſincerely, Thaue no 
Medicine for this Maladie : which is a ſhrewd ſigne 
OT aaſge: Bur .if- ; y 
iudge 


"of Odchin-Ekivs: 
indge the Maladie to, be ſuch as miy be healed 
chetr Remedies, they will ſay, -I have thatwhich will 


healeyouand by ſuch atime I 'will ſctyou en: your 
feer. Then they ag vpon the Salary-that' the Phi- 
ficianſhall have, in calbdceure the diſeaſe y which 
they meaſure.and/p ion according tothe'quali- 
of: the diſeaſe,and fo make the contra, ' The Phis 
ician-aftetwar# compoſeth' his Medicine himfelfe, 
ry any Hee , for they have none there 
for feareot diſclofing the ſecrer'of their Medicines, 
which they conceale'as much as they alfocan, partly 
becauſe they. dare nor truf#. any ocherwith the & 
dients they preſcribe. It the ficke perſonrrecouerhkis 
health by the time prefixed, he is te giue the price 4- 
reed on : If he faile of his cure,the Phiſitian looſerh 


F 


L his labour, and his charge, 1 
x1 Fhe Mediomes which they vie ro'giue } are nor 
like yato ours; which are diftaſtfull, mollifiing and 
looſening the belly, but areas pleaſing as-their Por- 
tage, and nourifhing withall;fo that chey neede no 
Otheraliment: Vhence'it commerth that 'they gine 
of it-oftentimes a day,'as we would giue broth-to the 
diſcaſed from-time torime; And their Medicines 
doe not alter Nature ,'but affift it im her otdinary 
functions, drying vp'the peccant humours , withour' 
any trouble to ths Zeke perſon atall. | | 
Heere is offered me a thing worth therelation : A' 
Porewg al falling ſicke there, called vato him the Phi- 
ſicians of Exrepe, whoafrerthey had viſited bim a 
while, gaue him ouer for adead man, andcame no 
moreathim.” A Phifician of -rhat 'Countrey being! 
ſent for, vndertaketh-to cure him within a-certaine 
time,charging him ſtraitely,, thatwhiles be had him 
mcurche fheuld _ with Women: Other-" 
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cer 
ny ek ite, But Coons rare oy wana 
is, that. when: they bane drawen Blood fufficienciy, 
they vie no band ,, nar Li about-it: but onely 
we their thatbe with 4 little ſpirele, they preſſe 
wound, and make the Skin returne to his 


plane Blend addeviy taoching, and the ouer- 
ware 


: Which I attribure ro their 
of1 the Parcolava, which makerh. the 
Wepetddetip,ead tbealoſecobly, We extS6 

yare nat wiigherit Chinuginns, that baue won- 
—— L biivg n0ehcr OD but _ 
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+ of Cichin-China; 
Dave praiſed comy (elſe, and ons of our Buy 
a chica try Companion. | ving fallen from a very 
bigh place,I fllonm ena x. roche ae 
Stone; in fackrſeat, 2s ws. ro 
my Breſbwas and hurt; jen re 
Fopian remedies cx hire won I fourid no-helpe nor 
eaſe; till Chirurgion of that Countrey, takin ; 
quantity of a certaine Hearbe, like vntor c He 
Mercurie, and making a Plaiſtct thereof, applyed 1 i 
to my Stomach;then boyled ſome of the famebearbe 
with water, for me to drinke,and made me cate of the 
fame raw,as it was : And in few dayes, I'was perfe&- 
healed. To niaketeyall thereof: uo I rg 
 legge ofa Hehito be broken itt _, 
a Plaifter of rhis Hearbe td bee 2 _ 
and wirhia fer dayes, the Hens leg, whs phe 
and emire againe. 

A 8c05prov' had bir one” of our Bietfirtir off 
Necke, (who was my" Companiot het biting" 
mg held to bee deadly- i! vhis' e, for His 
throat began r& ſwell-3n fach ſort "rHatwee wwe 
boar to} afooreonry ol vato Hiker the” exttcs 
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faite water”; 
= Na bis ee hee den Pe We 
clothes, that vapour at [ | | 
notbe difÞeiſed 1wherenit fONbwfed' thi Mes 
the fame had poirenvpto the would a 
found his affhy 


6d, \ theſwelling of ern 


vanifhed, and 'himife 36fob 
Manymore fuck like m 7 vat Po 
onely affizme, that rhetr Medicine offrach? 


foros in theſe 
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- Hen Gomgrne Generall, hath ome aff 

* ane ja Gama herh Hume of 

We... > Art Laponians account of Armes,much 

more then of Sciebces; andthe Chinei on thecontra- 
ry eftcemeth _— — 


of the Siences,, and meketh no 
Armes: The Cechin-Chinow not | 
wag che cure citheref theſc nations, doe 

orabandon the one, as if they werewhally 
iy re ts bur are indiffereatly affe ted: 
| _ ro cheir occaſions. . Aid-accors 
and prefetre, ſometimes” the 
the Enoldiers, Garner | 


hors ; namely, Zinfs 
call-han; being an Au- 
Mane ancient, Rc anal Elin 


ateHifforics, of griue Senrences, of 'Proycrbeyiand 
\WckTite, all conectriing good manners; ſuchas St- 
xees, Eato, of Citers here with vs. Many:yeores labour 
s s {þ DE learhing the-propriety of the-Phraſc; Cha» 
"racers and Hicroplyphikes [in-which they-are-writs 
ten. Bur: that part whiclthiey account moſt of,” and 
haue. in greateft eſtimation ,-is Morall Philoſopby ; 
comprehending the Ethik , Qeconomik and Pali- 
tick.. And it is. agoodly fight to-fee and vaderftand 
them in.their Halls, whenthey-reade and-pronounce 
_ Their Lectures aloud as if they ſang: which they doe, 
to accuſteme themſelues and to get a habite, togiue 
_ Tetiery word his properaccent ; of which they haue: 
_ apreat number that ſignific. many ſeuerall different 
things: whereby may. be gathered ,. that to conuerſe 
withthem, itis-requifiteto know the' principles of 
* Muſicke and the Counter-point,.. ' Ys SAS 
The Language which they vſc'in common ſpeech, 
1s much differing from that 1n which they teach! 
reade in their Studies, atid in which their ge cre are 
written.. Euenas among ft vs our vulga 1 
common to all;differ Rk from the 1p bows ich i 
vſcd inthe Schooles. VWhereinal(o there is adiffe- 
rence betweene them and the Ghino#, whoit theybe 
Learned or Noble, 'never ſpeake but-in-one Kindiof 
Language, which they call that of the fandaring, 
who are their Dofors, Iudges and Gouernours. And 
the Charaders. which 'they vſcin their writing.and 
in theirprinted books,arcaboue foureſcore thouſand, 
difiing one from the other.” Whence it commethrto 
paſſe, that the Fathers of the ſociety'of /eſ, are _ 
orten yeeres ſtudying of theſe/bookes ,) before" they 
became..able-:0'rreat, or capalexo'conuerſewith 
them. But the Corbia-Chivoie havereduced this pear 
G 3 mulcitude 
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PC eIaTnndt Ge liockrom 
fo great eſtimation in 7epen pandajaed | 
pork Dandy howſoeuer thi 
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nba br conternpr, are accognted and 


Womens Letters. 
lm Tngenious and Exellent Fnuenritn of 


Printing was iſed in Chins, and Cechin-Ching, 
before wee had the knowledge thereof in Enrope 


not'in ſuch perfe&ion-: In regard that they doe mY 
wwyne Lecrers with Lerters, or Characters wich Cha- 
racers ; burwitha Punchion,or Graving-tron, they 
grade and cut their Formes on 2 board , or yn wats 
as they intend ro Print them in their 
Theiirhey ee Pe per vpon the beatd. that. is 


putring itvnder the Preffe, in like 
hnerarweddor in in Evrope;when we Print 00 acop- 
per Plare, orather fuchthrg. 


- Befides thoſe Bookes which treate of Morall Phi- 
wieplee, theyhave fo of Sacred matrers, 2s they 


call 


TRETM nf gche Creation, 
_ ofthe \ a4  Crtivn, al biding 
of b&i cendofeber diffrient SeAts ; theſe Bookes 
'1 t Kimgodifti them from the pro 
ck they rerme Say Chiu, -- 
Now wy the Language of the Cachin-Chinois 
becherinbketo that of the Chizoisthat they vic only 
words of one Syllable, pronounced with diverlity of 
rages and eccents; yer they differ much in rhisx at 
the CechinChineis are more fruitfull and abduuding 
inYowells, and therefore more ſweet and path ng 
richerin accents and in tones , and ſo 
pus and-bacmonious : in fuch ſort that they have. 
ſane oops per and apt todiftin-- 
guiſh the variery accents. 

-..The mecef Cochin-Chins is to my ſceraing the 
mok eaſe of ;becauſe it hath neither coniugatiens 
Verbes;/ nor Declining of Nounes: bur wah one 
only word/adding tberunto an aduerbeora p ; 
makethknowne che rime paſſed, rhe EBAo > ata 
tocome; the Gugnlar mataber and the phwall, _ 
ſupplictb-allthe-Moodes, Tenfes and perſons, uw 
the diverſity of Nambers and of Caſes. . As tor ex- 
ample,thisword Hee ( which inthe Cachin-Chixois 
angus expoſed by £9) without: other vari 

ow Pronoune, will ſerue alloccaſtons;: and 
' that we ſhould ſay by cog mite 
haue, thou haſt, be bath, they content ſclues 
with the Pronoune; withour varyi would 


ſay, I liaue, you have; he have: In Uy naren ao 
ply thedinerſiry of the Tenfes, willfay in; the 


Preſent, I now hane; for the paſſed,T hx rofore have, 
and for the futore, I hereafter , or in rimne .10-.come 


haue; and fo from one 20 thr ocherwichoap eur 
changing 
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rents and revenues: 
excellent-in Armes. Yerd | 
ſclues therein, after. another manverthen is accuſto- 
med amongſt vs. For in ſtead of giuing rotheir great 
rn pac war VE ver intheſe parts; 
ſome dome or Marquiſate,inacknow- 
meng of their deſerts , they reward them by ſub- 
teing fo many perians.vnto a certaine'nun- 


ber of. the Kings ſubies and vafſalls,: who inwhar 
part of the Kingdome ſocuer they be, are: bound to 
acknowledge hin for their Lord, to whom the King 
hath :giuen them, to ſerue him with their Armes 
when he ſhall be occaſioned tovſe them; as alſo to 
pay him all ſuch duties as they payed before to the 
King: And ſoas we ſay ſuch a one is Lord of ſuch a 

lace, Earledome or Marquiſate; they fayguchaone 
bath the command of fue-hundred men, this other of 
a thouſand; the King hath increaſed this mans com- 
mand toa-thouſand more,z. and'of the_other ro:two 
thouſand : ſo augmenting their greatneſle, theirdig- |, 


nities, 


_ - ewef Dochine Qin). 
1nijesticbes 2nd commodities, by: gining of then 
morexadalls. Wr " 


Of sheir Warres, wee ſhall fpeake in" the \next 
Chapter. There remainerh -yer ſomewhat robe ſaid 
cQnecgrning} their, Ciuill-Gourrhement; Firft -t 
diſpatehalltheir affaires morereadily, ratheraccor- 
ding:t0:the Martiall Law fore be#i, then by plea- 
dings at the Barre with, Iudges, Nortaties and Pro&- 
. tas; with, their 'dilarory procecditigs. The Vice- 
Royes and:Gouernours of Prouinces , ſupplying all 
thoſe offices, and giving - publike audience foure 
haureseucryday.ina faire large Court within thar 
Pallacegiwoboures in the forenoone and twohoures 
ingheattermoone,: Thither goeall rhat haue contro- 
uerfieto reprefenttheirpretenſions and their plaints; 
and- the Vice-Roy or Gonernour leaning on a win- 
dow, vnderſRtanderh the grievances of each one after 
the other. —_—_ — ——_ 
xily:men-of -geod iudgement and experience” inaft- 
fawes, qeadipningahepartie togood/purpeſe, :and 
obſetuing | alfo:;rhe apprehenſion of the affiftants, 
which-rhey eoniefture by their countenance,and the 

pobation'which they baue of the demandanr 'or 
dofentiant, they diſcouer eaſily the trueth of the bu- 
fineſſe forthwith;and pronounce their ſentence aloud 
waikeutdday ; which 'is preſently executed yithonr 
appcale or-atly other formality; whether it bee m_ 
or baniſhmeht, or whipping, or pecuniary 'amends , 

chaſtifingevery offence Tov ooo. | 
Theerimes whereof they are moſt commonly ac- 
cuſed, which arc feuerely chaftifed among them , are 
many : Burabonc all;rhey puniſh rigorouſly the falſe 
aceuſers,” Theeves,, and \Adulterers. VVhen the firft 
are conuiaecd to haue charged any falſly with'a 
H crume, 
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a finger; afid for the ſecond offence they © 
ther : If they be taken with a third,they muſt looſe an 
-eate;and'for the fourrh offence they cut off the necke. 
/ = Theadulterers; be they mer or women;areexpoled = 
tothe Elephants , who kill them in theritamner enſy- 
ing.” The offender is conducted out of the Towne in- 
to Plaine where in the-preſence of an infinite nuin- 
+berof people, he is brought inco-the midſt of the 
placewith his hands and feer tied neere vnto the #/r- 
ant; vnto whom the ſentence of the party that is to- 
put ro.death 1s read, that he may execute: it 
pouitto.point. The order being this > That firſt he 
- ſhall ſeize on him, take him-and ftraine him with his 
' tranke, and hold him ſo ſuſpended inthe aire, ſhew- 
ing him to all the world , then that he caſt him vp 
with violence, and receiue him againe onthe peint of 
-his'reeth;thar by the heauy fall of his weight he'may 
gage himſelfe thereon, and thar thenthe daſh hit a- 
gainſt the ground, and thar in the'end hee tread him 
vnder his feet. All which-the Z /ephant dothqwvithour 
failing inany one point, -to thegrear aftoniſhmenr 
and terrour of all that are preſent, wheby the puniſh- 
mentwhich they fee inflied on another, doe learne, 
thar fidelity is to be. kept berwcene thoſe that are 
married, MOTO 311064 Bn : 
X j [4 
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'- Itwill not be amifſe, being now diſcourfing of 
married folkes, to relate ſome particularitics concer- 
ning the marriages of that Countrey. Ir bath not 
. beene ſecne that the Cochin-Chineis, though. they be 
Gentiles, have contracted marriages within the de- 
grees forbidden by'Gods Law,or-the Law of Nature, 
neither within the firſt degree of the collaterall Line 
of Brothers and fifters, Bur if the ether degrees mar- 
riage is permitted, ſo that he have but one wife. It is 
true;that rhe richer ſort vnder the title of their great- 
nefle and liberality , are accuſtomed to- haue many 
Concubines; taxing them with auarice and miſera- 
bleneſſe;thar doe nor keepe as many as their revenues 
will maintaine. Theſe are called their ſecond, third 
and fourth wiues , which'they tooke afrer the firſt 
which is accounted,and is'truly and really theirwite, 
and toher it appertaineth to chooſe the reſt accor- 
ding to her liking, and to give them to her husband, 
Yet their marriages are not indiffoluble, their Lawes 
permitting a diuorce, though not alrogether at the 
will of either party : for they muſt firſt prooue the 
ſuggeſtion for which they would leaue 'one the -0- 
ther ;. which being averred it is lawfull for them to 
withdraw themſelues from the firſt , and to marry a- 
gaine. The husbands bring the Dowries , and relin- 
quiſh their owne houſes to dwell with their wiues,by 
whoſe meanes they are maintained, and by whom all 
the kouſhold affaires are managed: for there they 
beare the charge and governement of the Family, 
whiles the husband keepeth himſelfe within doores, 
not putting himfelfe to any-paine , contenting bim- 
ſelfe to be prouided of what is needfull for his food 
and raiment. 
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" af the ronereoff the Eingof.Cochin-Chins, and 
of therrartes he hath within bis Kingdome.. 


'T hath-beene touched already, in the beginniing.of 

- L this Hiſtory; how that Cachin-China being a Pro- 
uince,, diſmembered- from; che great Kingdome of 
Tunchim, was yſurped vniuſtly by the Grandfather of 
the King that now reigneth,who hauing the Gouern- 
ment, rebelled againft the King of - Tunchin : 
Whereunto he was. not alittle emboldened, when 
hee- faw himſelfe ſuddenly furniſhed with divers 
Pieces of Artillery, recouered- and gotten out of 
the Ship-wracke of ſundry Ships of the Portugals, 
and Helanders againſt the Rockes, which men atter- 
. wards gathered vp by thoſe of the Countrey. Where- 
of there are to be ſcene at this day, threeſcore of the 
greateſt in the Kings pallace alone yet remaining. 
The Cochin-Chinois being now become fo expert 1n 
the managing of then that they ſurpaſle our Ewrope- 
ans : For indeed they did little elſe every day, bur 
excrciſe themfelues in Shooting at a Marke:VVhere- 
upon they became fo fierce, and ſo glorious, and ty 

- have ſo great an-opinionof their owne valour, that as 
ſaone as they perceined any of our Ships of Europe 
to come towards their Ports,the Kings C annoniers pre- 
_ preſented them with defiance : But ours vader- 
ſtanding now that they were not comparable vnto 
them , auoyded the-Tryall as much as they could, 
knowing well by experience , they were growne more 

. certaine to hit where they would with their Artil- 
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lary, then others are with the Harquebuſſe-- which 
2s they are ready and welt practifed in, going, oNUr 
daily by treopes into the Field;ro exerciſe rt. Moreo- 
uer,that which further encouraged him much to that ' 
reſolution of renoulting;, and bauding himfſetfe a- 
gainſdbis Prince, was the fight of a himdred Gallies, 
and moreof his owne ; by which meanes , being be- 
come to be powertultat Sea, as well as he was by his 
Artillaryat Land, it was caſte for him to accompliih - 
his defigne againſt the King of Twin his Lord. 
Seeing alſorhat his continuall commerce with - 
p<n had brought into his Countrey, great ftore of 
Swords and Cemiters of that Countrey,which are of 
an excellent temper. Heewas alſo pronided with a 

reat number of Horſes, which though they be bur 

tele, are very ſeruiceable and generous, onwhich 
they fight with darts , and exerciſe themſelues daily 
therein. The power of this King is ſuch, that hee is 
able to bring threeſcore thouſand men inte the field. 
Which notwithſtanding , hee is not without feare of 
the King of 7unchim, whoſe forces are foure times 
more: Therefore to ao ra in good termes, and 
to maintaine good Incelligence with him , —_—_— 
bim a Tribute of all his Kingdome doth yeeld', that 
may be acceprable to him, particularly of Gold; and 
Silver, of Rice, and further furniſhing him with 
Boardes, and other wood, wherewith to build his 
Galleries. Now the only occafion that made him re- 
ſolue to make League with the Son of the fare King, 
who at this day hath the Gonernment of the laſt Pro- 
uince of Twnchim, bordering vpon China,was that hee 
remaining Vanquiſher, and making himſelfe Mafter 
of all Tunchim, Cochin-China might be diſcharged of 
the Tribute, 
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him co betbeir Prince; and by his good Gouerne 
ment;he wan theit hearts, in ſuch fort chat the King 
of Tundim bis Vocle centred into greatapprehenſion, 
leſt he ſhould-ioyne in Leaguewtth the King of Co- 
chin-Chins, who pofſeſied the orher end of his Coun- 
trey,and incloſing him betweene them, diſpofleſſe 
him of the Kingdome vſurped : For preuenting 
whereof, hee ſent yeerce by yeere a great and puiffant 
Army againſt-this Prince, to defeate him : Bur all in 
vaine, for the Army being of neceſſity to paſſe fiueor 
ſixe dayes Ioumey through wayes where there was 
no Other water to drinke,bur of certaine Rivers which 
deſcended out of theenemies Countrey ; they found 
thoſe waters poyſoned by the Prince his people; 
with a certaine Hearbe; in ſuch ſort,that as well men 
as Horſes that dranke thereof dyed : Whereby the 
Armie was enforced to retire after muchexpence, 
and great paines taken to little purpoſe. 

Their Millitary diſcipline, and mariner of gouer- 
ning themſclues in the Warres, is much like that of 
Exrope, They obſerue the ſame order in making their 
$-adrons, in going to Skirmiſhes,in Aſſaults,and 
19Retreatings. And this King bath Warre ordinari- 
ly inrwo places of bis Kingdome. For firſt it ſtan- 
derh him vpon,to ſtand alwayes on his guard; on that 
ſide next to the King of Twrchim , who derh menace 

him 


ww. of-Cochis-Ching, * -- 
bim wnceſſantly, and alwayes maketh ſome onſtrx on 
his Confines.. Therefore the: King of Cochin=Chins 
keepeth his refidence in Sinuwa, being the furtheſt 
and laſt prouince of his Kingdome ,-tharhe may be 
_ euer-inreadineſſe, with-his Forces onthe frontiers of 
"Tunchim ,; which is the entry to a very-puifſtnrPro- 
nance, |that-is ordinarily prouided- of 'Gotternours 
of great experience and knowledge in the Warres, 

Secondly he is kept in continuall Alarmes on the 
Weſtſide in the laſt Prouince of his Kingdome cal- 
led Renram, by the king of Chiampa, whoſe affaults 
he deth eaftly repell, in regard he is not ſomighty as 
himſelfe, and needeth-no other forces thereunto but 
thoſe of the ſame Prouince, the Gouernour whereof 
with his Souldiers, is ſufficient rodefend ir. 

Moreouer, he is continually-leuying and raifing of 
armics te ſuccour the King of —_—_ , who hath 
married a naturall daughter of his, furnifhing him 
with Gallies and with men againft the King of Sjam. 
In-ſuch ſort,that on all fides,as well by ſea as by land, 
he maketh the glorious name and reputation of the 
Armes of the Cochin-Chinots to be renowned. 

On the Sea he maketh warrewith his Gallies,cach 
ef which hath fixe pieces of Cannon, and is alſowell 
furniſhed with Musket-ſhot. And it- will not be 
found-ftrange, that the King of Cochin-China hath al- 
wayes more then an hundred Gallies-well furniſhed 
in g00d readinefle, if one know in what manner he 
prouideth: for it: For the Cochin-Chinois vie not to 
make Galti-ſlaues of their delinquents or others; but 
when they are to put themſelues to fight at Sea, they 
faraiſh their Gallies with as many men as are w_ 
fite in this manner. They ſend out ſecretly and fud- 


denly many. Seriants and Commiſſioners, who going. 
through- 
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at all che Kingdame cre men are amares 
hr 5h: 69 authority,doe ſciſc and preſſe allſach - 
as they find fit to handle an Oare, and -beftow them 
in the Gallics, vnleſle by reaſon of their birth and ex- 
traction, or for ſome ether conſideration, they/beiex- 
cmpted and priuilidged. And that courſe muft nor 
be theught ſo hard and difficult, as atfirſt it may 
ſeeme, becauſe , they. are as well intreated in the 
Gallies as anywhereelſe : And yet betterpayd': and 
beſides, their VViues, their Children, and all their 
Familic, is maintained at the Kings cbarge, -with 
whatſocuer is needfull, according to their rancke and 
condition, during all the time their Husbands 
arethus abſent, And they ferue not onely'to'tug at 
the Oare, but alſo to fight upon eccafion : Towhich 
purpoſe they haue cuery one his Harquebuſle and 
Musket giuen him, wich Darts,” Courelafle, and Ce- 
meters : and as the-Cochin-Chmeis axe hardie and vali- 
ant in their approaches, with their Qazes, and wita 
their Muskets and Jauclins , they are ino leſſen the 
encounter and cloſe medly , where they make tare 
proofes of their valeur. Their Gallies are not (6 
great norſo large as ours , but they are ſo-brauely be- 
ecked with Gold and Siluer, that they area glori- 
OUS qutnele to bebold. The Fore-caſtle, namely 
which they account the moſt honourable place, is all 
of Gold. This is the Caprtaines place,and the chiefe 
of his company : The reaſon they give for it is, that 
the Captanme being tobe the formoſt vpon all occa- 
fions,cught therefore to be in the moſt bazardous 
place of all the Gallie. | 
Amongſt ether defenſive Armes, theyvſe little 
Bucklers or Targets, of an Ouall forme, of ſuch 
« length, that they will commonly couer the whole 
| Man, 
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An their Toirbesia this dome; 'their Houſes 
buriof Conn I ue aid; and fuppor- 
red with Bijlars of Wood, they have this aduamage; 
-that.if the Enemie come wich fuch Forces,” as they 

find themſelves vnable torefift, euery one raketh li 
houſheld-ſtuffeand flieth to the Mountaines;ferting 
their Houſes ow fire, -and-leauing? nothing of y_ 
therein. 11 fuch-ſort thar: the. findi 

place wherein'hee may fortifie and maintaine Hep 
ſelte, is forced £0 rotite out of the Countrey,, 'and 
. they returning; againe\, doe ſoone build: r $ 
other Houſes as 00d and reſtore their Townes in as 
gaod Plight'ns as t y were before. 
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7 CHAP. VII 24: oLand: 


! Of the Commrce, Pores (ahd Haners wif 
| Cochin-China;c- 9803 t0 


TT" HeRealme of Cochin=C lnobeing ſa: TER 
inall ſorts of Commodiries,as'we haue faidyfor 
- thelifeof man; the peoplearetheriefſeraddiftedts 
travel] abroad, andito itraffique ej{civhere:: They doe 
* neuer therefore make further Voyages by:Sea:, then 
within the view of :the Coaſts bankes of their 
welbeloved Coumrey. - Yer ate-they-neviertheleſſe 
willingito giueall Strangers free acceſſe-into-their 
Ports, and take a ſingular pleaſure to ſee others come. 
4 to Trade and traffique intheir Countrey, natonely 
1 outoftheir Neighbour |Proginces and King 
$ but ly from 'rematc Commryes To, whichiend + 


they 
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dize, the price xheteof being raiſed or diminiſhed ac- 
cartang.ta the great.or little plenty chereofeucn like | 
Silke and ather Wares. 1 / 
The Money with which all: things are bought, is ' 
of Letron, of the like Value as a French Double, or 4 | 
Stiner. of the” Netherlands. This Money is exa&ly 


round , Printed and tarked with the) Kings Armes, Þ}- 


'euery Pecce hauing a hole in the midſt, through | 
which they are filed by thauſands; eucry file or ſtring *? 
of them worth about twacrownes; 

The Chinois and the /eponots are they that make the 
chiefe negotiation of Cachin-China, ina Faire which 
is yeerely held inane of theirPorts., for ſome: foure 
moneths.rogether: the one bring on their: Zexbs,, the 
value of fo:ne or five millions.in filuer ; and tbe other 
vpoa cerraine veſſells which they call Somer, an infi- 
nitoquantity.of fine filke, with atherof -their coun- 
trey) merchandiſe; Tho King receiucth [a great re- 
genue ont ofthis-Faire, by his duties and impaſts-, 
and the-Countrey an vnſpeakeable gaine. Andason | 


tho:one- ſide - the Cochin-Chizess, haue- no., wrought Þ 
Stuffes nar Manufaamecs, becauſe they doo not ap» 7 


plythemſelues ro-Manuary tradns,, by reafonof. that 
4 idlenefle 


ochin- 


550068 Ching,” \. 
idlenefſe into which their 


f #cid that on'theorberfide they are- eaſily inucigled 
l, with" the''cliriofities ccomming! from'other places, 
y- which they bigly eſteeme; they will: buy them at 
wo whatpriceſocucrthey beſet ,- and-drenot ſpare for 
"i money, to have ſuck-things which'of themfclues are 
&- of litrleworth ; ſuch as Combes, Needles, Brace- 
l- ters, Beades of glafſero hang 1 their cares, atid ſuch 
w | ther trifles'and woinanich cutioſities.| And 1 re- 
d member that-a Portugal having brought froni Ma- 
nN- cav into CochiniChing a'boxe full of Needles, which 
C- could not coſt hirtiabone wn Greer goraboued 
ce | thouſand, ſelling thenx-fora Rialt a piece m»Corbin: 
» Cbira,yhich had noteoft him:aboue pence picce in 
is ] Macrad, Incenclafion; they vie onewittrthe other in 
4 7 buying whatſocuer they ſee, ſour be new and brodghe 
ly F from 3 arg cy | p omnagind ve eur h- 
eS, T out ditfoblry, -E azo very defirou s ot Qur b 
th 3 eur-Caps, Gitdtes, Shirts andialſburother Yarmier 
ng * becaufe thiey;differ from! theirb. Bir -aboae all; they 
; mikermoſteſteeme'et foreff} 7 11 2) on bn 
he TÞ Concerning their Ports Triisocertainiely a thing 
ch | worthy admiration; [that within-the fpaceof litele 
Ire more then an hundred Teagues;,, thereare reckonet! a- 
he bonetthreeſcore, places fit and- aprto land it : which 
ter commierÞ-of this,that theteare'imthar 'Chaſb mariy 
h- | erat Armies ofthe Seca; 'Fhe goodlicft Pbrr-where 
an- all che flxangers ariu6, and where that famons'Faire is: 
re- kept which we haue mentioned , is that of the Pro« 
i | nince Cacriam. Men: doe enter' thereimoy/ by'two 
on | mouthesofthe ————— 
ihr f ani theother Faren, Theſemonthevarcdiflantth 


ap» F orfourcſeaghes afunder,by which;after that che Sox 
| tus Sided in no Army rk exceed fl 
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ay; tharthdre Ban nayebeoneof the Chinmis, 
# The och of the —_ _ wm them haui 
= Que apart,and'rheir ſeuerall Gonernours, an 
” | 1rowne marnner:'Thar is the! Chinois 
" according: to their%owne fparcicular 'Lawts' and 
Cuftomes' of China 4 and rhe Ra according 


. to theirs; 
Andbbquidi aswedtiace ſaid the King;of Cochin- 
Chins dah refaferio Nations enter , but leaueth- ic 
free fora}{ ſorts of Strangers ; the Nelladders came 
hither alſo aswell as thereſtwith their Ships laden 
with diuers kindes of Merchandiſe : Whereupon the 
Porriag als of: 4 ara0:defigned\to {cid an Ambaſſi- 
dour tothe Kingtomreathim that the Helandeys 
as their ſyorneenemies, might be excluded our of 
Cechin-Obins :| Wherein they-umployed a braue 
puns Ferdinand de Cofta ; whoeffeted: it 
. with good ſucceſſe,yet notwithour inuch difficulty; 
ang ſofarre , that the by his Edi& or 
Proclamation, forbad the Hofanders to approach the 
Countreyes:vader his obedience} or paine of their: 
liiies..But thoſe of 2facao apprehendi ingafterwards, 
that'the ſaid Edit was not well obſerved |-rhoughr 
good-to ſend a new Embaſkage i into Cochin-Chins ; ro” 
OSes, and chatgedtheit: 
Deputies 


- faire concerned his owne Intereſt, and thar if hee did 
- Bot preuent it, he might haue cauſe to feare that the 
Hellanders in time ( being fo. crafty and:-cunning as 
they are)would aſlay to inuade ſome part of his King- 
dome of Cochin-China, as they had already fome 0- 
ther places of the 4ndies.. But certaine: Perſons of 
goed vnderſtanding in that Countrey, aduiſed them 
net to ſpeake in that ſorttg the King; becauſe thar 
would be the very way to make the Hollanders baue 
permiſhon to come to Trafftique in that Countrey, 
and to inuite all HeHend thither : The Maxime of the 
Cochin-Chinois being , not to acknowledge euer an 
the leaſt apprehenſion of any Natienin the World. 
Cleane contrary to the King of China , who fearing 
all, ſhutteth rhe Gate _ Strangers, permitting 
no traffique in his Ki N 


'This.is that Farmer TI haue t ht good tore- 


late concerning the Temporall eftate of Cochim-China, 
according to that eager I could get during the 
ſpace of ſome yeeres whiles I remained there : the 


Aire being ſo benigne, that they never haue 
any Pefiilence, neither doe the people 
knew whatkind of thing it is, or 
what it meaneth. 
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Deputies to make the King vnderſtand , that. the af- 


